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SOME OUTSTANDING RUSSIAN LIBRARIES 


By Alice V. Neil 
Librarian, The Whitney Library, General Electric Company, Schenectady 


It was a perfect summer day on August 15, 1959 when 25 librarians 
boarded a KLM plane at Idlewild for the first lap of their flight to the 
Soviet Union. The group was composed of a cross section of the profession. 
There were research librarians; public librarians, including those in 
children's work; members of Library of Congress; and language specialists. 


The tour was unofficial in every way, being an informal outgrowth of 
discussions between American and Russian librarians at the 1958 Conference 
on Scientific Information. Despite the unofficial nature of this trip, 
there were times when the participants felt a sort of quasi-official sta- 
tus. However, being apart from any cultural exchange was undoubtedly an 
asset. There was a great sponaneity and a holiday air about the expedition. 


For one month we toured, visiting or passing through eight countries. 
We visited libraries in Finland and Russia, and [ had the pleasure of seeing 
the Library of the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm. [In Russia, 
we saw 10 libraries and the All-Union Institute of Scientific and Technical 
Information (VINITI). 


We entered Russia by way of Leningrad. In this city we spent an after- 
noon each in the Saltykov-Shchedrin State Library and the Library of the 
Akademia Nauk. The former is a large library of about 12 million items 
of which 6.5 million are books and 3 million are journals. Of special in- 
terest to legislative librarians is their almost complete collection of 
U. S. Congressional papers. 


Thirty percent of their readers are scientists and technologists. 
Total circulation in 1958 was 7 million and the registered readers numbered 
112,000. The library is considered a scientific center for library theory. 


In addition, it provides a union catalog of all collections in Leningrad 
libraries. 


It was difficult with the time at our disposal to make a depth anal- 
ysis of any of the libraries. One that we particularly 
enjoyed was that of the Akademia Nauk. It would have 
been worth our while to spend days examining the col- 
lection. It began its scientific specialization in 
1728, 14 years after its establishment, and three years 
after becoming a part of the Akademia. Since that time 
the library has become the chief collection center for 
the Akademia in the scientific fields. As might be ex- 
pected, over 70 percent of the 23,000 registered read- 
ers are scientists. A startling number of books are in 
foreign languages—54 percent. Outstanding efforts are 


Vol. 19 No. 4 -85- January, 1960 





made by this library to exchange or lend. The books set aside for exchange 
number over 1.5 million; and more than 1,700 libraries use the collection, 
Twenty-eight countries represented by 104 libraries are borrowers. 


Another outstanding library is the Lenin State Library in Moscow. The 
staff of this institution was especially friendly and warm. Some of its 
members, along with representatives of the Library of Foreign Literature, 
met us at the Moscow Sheremetiev airport wearing smiles of welcome and 
bearing flowers. Rapport was established immediately. They also feted 
us when we visited their library. 


The V. I. Lenin Library, the largest in the Soviet Union, was estab- 
lished in 1862. It now occupies five buildings. The collection is aug- 
mented annually by 500,000 volumes and 400,000 journals. One feature is 
a children's library building. All of the 400,000 libraries in the Soviet 
Union look to this one for help in procedures and methods. It is also 
active in the field of exchanges, with Boris Kanievsky as head of the ex- 
change department. Many libraries borrow from the extensive collection 
available here. 


Moscow is a rich source of libraries. Another rewarding visit was 
made to the All-Union Library of Foreign Literature. Mrs. Marguerite 
Ruodomino is the Director. She is a well-known woman, gracious, patient 
and dynamic. As the name of the library indicates, it is the main Soviet 
source of all the foreign literature that is important to the Russians. 

The staff speaks a bewildering number of languages, and all department 

heads are specialists. There are 82 languages represented in the collection 
of 1.2 million books. It is significant that one-third of these are in 
English. The library occupies an important place in the cultural life of 
Russia. No doubt it has great propaganda value. It has branches in Moscow 
and Kiev; provides mobile libraries to factories and parks; lends 800,000 
books per year; and provides a fast-growing exchange service. 


From Moscow we went to Kiev, Odessa, Yalta, Sochi, Tbilisi and Kharkov. 
I wish it were possible to discuss all the other libraries we visited, but 
there is only space to list these: 


Polytechnical Library, Moscow. This is the library of the All-Union 
Society for the Dissemination of Political and Scientific Knowledge. 


Library of the University of Moscow. 


Library, Akademia Nauk, Kiev. This is the Ukranian branch of the 
Akademia. 


Library of the ship, "Crimea". 


Korelenko State Library, Kharkov. An important library center for 
the Ukraine. The card catalog was removed to Germany during the war, 
and they are still engaged in recataloging. 


Library of the "Ukrainka" State Farm, Kharkov. 


Russia adheres to procedures which are common to American libraries, 
Its cataloging follows our rules closely and the librarians perform as one 
would expect in matters of reference service. The large reading rooms and 
call desks look much like ours. In one significant way they differ—though 
not uniquely. Almost all libraries shelve their main collections by size 
and year. A systematized list provides the code to the shelves. Naturally, 
the stacks are closed. 
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Catalogs in Russian libraries consist usually of printed or typed 
3 x 5 cards. Subjects and authors provide the basis for a divided catalog. 
However, many languages are involved. There are 66 in the Soviet Union 
alone: Books are cataloged in the Cyrillic and Latin alphabets and trans- 
literation is a big problem. Oriental languages are in the original as 
well as Latin and Cyrillic alphabets. In addition, there is a classified 
catalog which is often based on the Universal Decimal Classification. We 
were frequently amazed by the extensive cataloging and the multitude of 
cabinets. 


There are public libraries in Russia, but they do not resemble ours 
of the same definition. They are open to everyone for reference. Only 
one which we visited said that readers could take out books. Cards, which 
must be placed on file when the individual uses a library, are passports. 


Russian libraries are all recipients of the "obligatory books". These 
compare to our Library of Congress and its copyrighted books. There is 
an All-Union Book Chamber in the larger cities where the individual pub- 
lisher's catalogs may be consulted so that librarians may make a selection 
of other literature. The Russian printing establishments also place their 
catalogs there so that the librarians may see what has been published. 


To sum up these remarks: it is the collections and not the methods 
that are of greatest interest. Despite variations, the Russian procedures 
follow the classical patterns which we all know so well. Whether or not 
we could speak the other's tongue we at least understood the professional 
language when it was translated. 
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Guests and hosts at the entrance of the Lenin State Library 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Mrs. Ruth R. Gambee 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


American Heritage. Book of the pioneer spirit. Simon & Schuster. $12.95. 
Handsone quarto with chapter prologues by Allan Nevins, vivifying the 
exploration of the West and the development of inventions, the arts 

and intellectual life of our country. Photographs of historic inter- 
est, many in color. Index. 973 


*Antiques. The antiques treasury of furniture and other decorative arts 
at Winterthur, Williamsburg, Sturbridge, Ford Museum, Cooperstown, 
Deerfield, Shelburne. Dutton. $13.50. 

Edited by Alice Winchester and the staff of Antiques magazine, this 

profusely illustrated volume is accompanied by detailed descriptions 
of items in famous U.S. museums. How to see the museums; chronology 
of crafts, index. 749.213 

*Tin-can crafting, by S.W. Howard (Sterling. $2.50. 745.56) proves 
that decorative articles can emerge from kitchen discards and encourages 
the hobbyist with explicit directions for many projects. Photographs 
and drawings. Index. 

A pottery sketchbook, by Aaron Bohrod (Univ. of Wisconsin. $7.50. 
738.3) is a collection of imaginative designs for the molding and 
decoration of pottery projects. Photographs, drawings. 

In Stoneware & porcelain, by Daniel Rhodes (Chilton. $7.50. 738), the 
advanced craftsman will find explanations of materials and techniques 
as well as suggestions for the "esthetic potential" of highfired pot- 
tery. Handsome quarto, with numerous photographs, some in full color. 
(Fine gifts to the library.) 


*Bernstein, Leonard. The joy of music. Simon & Schuster. $5.95. 
Essays and conversations precede seven of the popular conductor's 
"Omnibus" television scripts, imaginatively presented with illustra- 
tions and notations in a delightful volume. Photographs. 780.15 


Collier, Richard. The city that would not die; the bombing of London, 
May 10-11, 1941. Dutton. $4.50. 

Eyewitness accounts as well as official records provide a compelling 
aspect to a British journalist's "story of a few people on the night 
when the fate of their city hung in the balance." Photographs. 940.54 


*Cousteau, Jacques-Yves, & Dugan, James, eds. Captain Cousteau's under- 
water treasury. Harper. $5.95. 
From Darwin and Dumas to Rachel Carson and Jules Verne range the pieces 
in a fascinating anthology of prose and verse, mainly true accounts 
of undersea exploration. Brief biographical introductions. 910.4 
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Decker, R.G. Plays for our time. Oxford. $2.55; school ed. $1.92. 
Intended primarily for use in high school English and speech classes, 
but of interest to the general student of drama and the mass media, 
three motion picture scripts, three television scripts and one radio 
script are presented by an associate in secondary curriculum, New York 
State Education Department. Photographs. Notes for further reading, 
some audio-visual aids. 791.4 


YP *Freund, E.D. Crusader for light, Julius R. Friedlander. Dorrance. $3. 

RH A descendant of the "founder of the Overbrook School for the Blind, 
1832" (subtitle) gives a brief account of his dedicated career and 
pioneer work in the education of the handicapped. Photographs. Ap- 
pendix, bibliography. B or 92 


*The General Foods Kitchens cookbook. Random. $4.95. 

Contains menus and recipes to aid in the planning, preparation and 
serving of food for hundreds of everyday and special situations which 
are helpfully described. Gaily decorated square book, with full-page 
photographs in color, charts and diagrams. Tables, index. 641.5 


Hughes, E.J. America the vincible. Doubleday. $3.95. 

Arresting, forthright "inquiry" by a former diplomat and journalist 
into our quest for peace and the conduct of foreign affairs during the 
past decade, with some suggestions for the possible attainment of world 
freedom. 327 .73 



















YP *Keene, Donald. Living Japan. Doubleday. $7.95. 
RH "The land, the people and their changing world" (subtitle) are described 
in a readable survey by a Columbia University Professor of Japanese, 
with exceptional photographs, some in color. Quarto. Index. 915.2 

PH Meeting with Japan, by Fosco Maraini; tr. from the Italian (Viking. 
$8.50. 915.2) is a rather rambling but engaging personal memoir by 
an Italian scholar offering valuable insights into Japanese character 
and culture. Photographs, some in color, drawings. Bibliography, 
index. (Both books are excellent library gifts.) 


YP *Ketchum, Alton. Uncle Sam: the man and the legend. Hill and Wang. 
RH $4.50. 
How the symbol of Uncle Sam originated and was interpreted over the 
years is told in a lively, authentic account which includes material 
on Miss Columbia, the Great Seal of the United States, the Democratic 
donkey and Republican elephant. Interesting drawings and cartoons. 
References, bibliography, index. . 398.22 


Lassaigne, Jacques. Matisse. (Taste of our time.) Skira. $5.75. 
In text and reproductions in color, this small, square book assesses 
the career and varied work over a 60-year period of the noted painter 
who influenced the course of modern art. Chronology, bibliography, 
index, list of plates. 759.4 









Lorant, Stefan. The life and times of. Theodore Roosevelt. Doubleday. $15. 
A remarkable assembly of photographs and documented text that spans 

a vital period in U.S. history and re-creates the personality and con- 
temporaries of a great President. Quarto. Bibliography. Index. (Fine 
library gift). 923.173 












P Lynn, K.S. Mark Twain and Southwestern humor. Little. $5. 
Traces the course of a succession of Southern writers from 1720 on, 
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culminating in a sprightly and original analysis of Twain and his in- 
heritance from them. For the devotee of historical and literary America. 
Photographs. Index. 817.4 


PH *May, H.F. The end of American innocence; the first years of our own 
time, 1912-1917. Knopf. $5.75. 
An informal but sound and stimulating analysis of the era's "thought 
and literature and politics" which gives evidence of a far-reaching 
cultural revolution in our civilization. Bibliography, index. 917.3 
These were our years, ed. by Frank Brookhouser (Doubleday. $4.95. 
917.3) is a newspaperman's anthology of stories and articles presenting 
"a panoramic and nostalgic look at American life between the two World 
Wars" (subtitle). 


Powell, L.C. Books in my baggage; adventures in reading and collecting. 
World. $4.50. 

Revised selections from limited editions of earlier work and some new 
essays make up an absorbing volume on the discovery of books at home 
and abroad, the appreciation of three American writers and "bookscapes" 
of California. Reading list, index. 010 


Ruggles, Eleanor. The west-going heart; a life of Vachel Lindsay. 
Norton. $5.95. 

Vivid, full-length biography based on family letters, diaries and other 
sources, evoking with color and fidelity the life and work of a notable 
American poet. Photographs. Sources, index. B or 92 


Shure, D.S. Hester Bateman, queen of English silversmiths. Doubleday. 
$7.95. 

Brief account of the life and work of a remarkable 18th century crafts- 
man and her family business, followed by 87 plates showing examples 

of their exquisite artistry. Genealogical chart. Quarto. 739.2 


Smith, M.E. Florida, a way of life. Dutton. $3.95. 

All about Florida by an enthusiastic native—weather, history, industry 
and tourism, retirement, living in trailers and boats. Map, photographs. 
Additional information and bibliography, index. 917.59 


Snow, C.P. The two cultures and the scientific revolution. Cambridge 
Univ. $1.75. 

In the Rede Lecture, 1959, the distinguished English novelist and sci- 
entist cogently warns of the communications gap between intellectuals 
and scientists and the need to extend education, capital and men to 
Asia and Africa. Notes. 001 


Thayer, C.W. Diplomat. Harper. $4.50. 
"A witty and well-written treatise...deals systematically with diplo- 
macy and intelligence and the battle for men's minds, as well as the 
methods, mechanics, and protocols of chancelleries and consultates, 
and personal qualifications for the profession..." Samuel Flagg Bemis, 
in Saturday Review, Jan. 9, 1960. Notes, index. 327 .0973 
Weeks, Edward. In friendly candor. Little. $4. 
The editor of Atlantic Monthly continues his reflections on writing, 
editing, authors he has worked with, reading and personal influences 
in delightful essays of The open heart (1955) genre. 818.52 
Y *Whitman, Arthur. Hi-fi stereo for your home. Chilton. $3.50. 
Simple, up-to-date explanation of the stereo components andhow they 
work, and what and where to buy. 621.3818 
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Fiction 


YP *Barnes, Mrs. M.C. King's fool. Macrae. $3.95. 

RH Through the observant eyes of Will Somers, the Shropshire lad who be- 
came Henry VIII's jester and lifelong friend, the King and his wives 
are interestingly portrayed and the Tudor era authentically re-created. 


*Cary, Joyce. Charley is my darling. Harper. $3.95. 

Fifteen-year-old Charley Brown, evacuated from a London slum to the 
peaceful West Country, is the appealing leader of a motley gang and 

a series of wild escapades in a memorable novel portraying the adoles- 
cent's world with rare humor and perception. Published for the first 
time in the U.S.A.; in England, 1940. 


Fair, Elizabeth. The Mingham air. Rinehart. $3.50. 

Offered a harbor with charming but disorganized relatives in an English 
village, lovely Hester Clifford livens the tempo of their existence 

and finds new happiness, as delightfully told in this amusing romance, 


YP *Gallico, P.W. Too many ghosts. Doubleday. $3.95. 

R The menacing tricks of a phantom nun, endangering the personable London 
investigator of the mystery as well as the occupants of a haunted English 
castle, plus the tangle of their loves and hatreds make for an absorbing 
story of suspense. 


Gallie, Mrs. Menna. Strike for a kingdom. Harper. $3.50. 

A Welsh mining town at carnival time, the men on strike and the murder 
of the hated Manager are the main ingredients in a gem of a tale, rich 
in humor and pathos and colorful, plain-spoken dialog. 


Giles, Mrs. J.H. Johnny Osage. Houghton. $3.75. 

Young trader Johnny, sympathetic to the Osages in their devastating 

feud with the Cherokees, is one of several familiar characters rein- 
troduced by the author of The Believers (1957) in an authentic portrayal 
of pioneer life in the Arkansas Territory of 1821. 


Gordimer, Nadine. Friday's footprint, and other stories. Viking. 

$3 395% 

With subtlety and skill 12 short stories and a novella penetrate the 
relationships of men and women in South Africa. Sophisticated. Appeared 
previously in magazines. 


Leggett, John. Wilder Stone. Harper. $3.95. 

Slipping into failure, aristocratic Wilder Stone, a widower, takes a 
pay cut in his real estate firm but when he feels he is losing his 
young son, he rebels against his genteel mother's domination and his 
involvement with a hairdresser, this believable, natural story relates. 


Newby, P.H. A guest and his going. Knopf. $3.75. 

A young Egyptian in London during the Suez crisis of 1956 manages to 
contrive some preposterous situations in an ironic, highly entertaining 
satire on differing cultures. 


Swados, Harvey. False coin. Little. $4. 

Ben Warder, expert recording engineer, is the narrator of a thoughtful, 
unusual modern narrative dealing with a group of talented individuals 
concerned with a financed experiment in the production and distribution 
of art to a mass media at Harmoney Farm in upstate New York. 
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Free and Jucpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Gertrude H. Kleinhans, Reference Section 
Automation 


Aronson, R.L. Automation — challenge to collective bargaining? (Reprint 
series no. 79) New York State School of Industrial and Labor Relations. 
Cornell University. Ithaca, N.Y. 1959. 7Op. 15¢.°: 


Automation and major technological change; collective bargaining problems. 
American Federation of Labor. 815 - 16th St., Washington 6, D.C. 
1958. 45p. Free. 


Automation and major technological change; impact on union size, structure 
and function. American Federation of Labor. 815 - 16th St., Washington 
6, D.C. 1958. 25p. Free. 


Automation - men and machines of the future. (Package library briefs 
v. 14, no. 7). Indiana University. Bureau of Public Discussion. 
Bloomington, Ind. 1958. 40p. 35¢. 


Bierne, J.A. Why we welcome automation. Communications Workers of America. 
Education Department. 1808 Adams Mill Road, Washington 9, D.C. 1959. 
llp. Free. 


Check, Gloria. Economic and social implication of automation: a biblio- 
graphic review. Michigan State University Labor and Relations Center. 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 1957. 1125p. (mim.) $1.25. 


Diebold, John. Automation: its impact on business and labor. (Planning 
Pamphlet no. 106). National Planning Association. 1606 New Hampshire 
Ave., N.W., Washington 9, D.C. 1959. 64p. $1. 


Impact of automation. On production and employment, by J.B. Carey; On 
ethics and culture, by Margaret Mead. Religion and Labor Foundation. 
349% N. High St., Columbus, Ohio. 1958. 32p. 25¢. 


Phillips, Almarin. Automation: its impact on economic growth and stability. 
American Enterprise Association. 1012 - 14th St., N.W., Washington 5, 
D.c. 1957. 36p. $1. 


Rogers, Jack. Automation; technology's new face. University of California. 
Institute of Industrial Relations. Berkeley 4, Calif. 1958. 94p. 
50¢. 


Smith, G.M. Office automation and white collar employment. (Bul. no. 6) 
Institute of Management and Labor Relations Library. Rutgers University. 
New Brunswick, N.J. 1959. 26p. 50¢. 
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WIT, HUMOR, OR AN APPROXIMATION THEREOF 













Recommended by 
Doris R. Watts, Public Library Young Adult Consultant 
Library Extension Division, New York State Library 





Coles, Manning. Come and Go. 1958. Doubleday. Be 

Two genial ghosts materialize, and de-materialize at will as they guide 
their nephew into and out of trouble. Reminiscent of the author's Far 
Traveler. 














Cook, Roberta St. Clair. The Thing About Clarissa. 1958. Bobbs. $3.50. 
A comedy of too-many-manners in 19th century Ohio, involving a heroine 
who finally revolts. Very popular with girls, especially the Heyer fans. 
























Espy, Hilda. Quiet, Yelled Mrs. Rabbitt. 1958. Lippincott. $3.75. 
Older girls enjoy this warm, witty and sometimes poignant account of 
Mrs. Espy's trials and tribulations with her growing tribe. 


Fitzgerald, John Dennis. Mamma's Boarding House. 1958. Prentice-Hall. 
$3.95. 

The focus is on eccentric characters during Utah's frontier days. Some- 
thing of a cross between "Auntie Mame" and the Mamma books. A touch on 
the realistic side. For mature YA. 











Gallico, Paul. Mrs.' Arris Goes to Paris. 1958. Doubleday. $2.50. 
An impossible dream comes true for this London charwoman. Gentle humor 
with a fairytale quality in this slight novel which probably will be pop- 


ular with girls for years and years. 


Gilbreth, Frank. Loblolly. 1959. Crowell. $3.50. 

With help from the WPA and a highly eccentric uncle, a teen-age brother 
and sister manage to "restore" the dilapidated South Carolina plantation 
"Loblolly". Many hilarious situations. 















Powell, Richard. Pioneer, Go Home. 1959. Scribner. $3.95. 

Shiftless Kwimper family withstands social workers, gangsters and a 
hurricane while trying to establish squatter's rights beside a new state 
highway. Farce plus marvelous political satire. Especially for those 
who enjoyed No Time for Sergeants. 


Rosten, Leo. The Return of H*Y*M*A*N K*A*P*L¥XA*N. 1959. Harper. $3.50. 
"A courtroom in which the entire English language found itself taking 
the stand as defendant."' Not quite as funny as its predecessor but funny 


nonetheless. 
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Singleton, Betty. A Note of Grace. 1958. World. $3.50. 

Fred Gedge, trumpeter in the village brass band, blows a miraculous high 
note and from that moment on strange things happen. He even finds himself 
helping to rebuild a convent chapel! Light humor. Warm story. Catholic 
readers will love this. 


Streeter, Edward. Mr. Robbins Rides Again. 1959. Harper. $3. 
Mr. Robbins plus nine-year-old grandson plus a Wyoming dude ranch add 
up to light humor. Amusing but not hilarious. 


Wallop, Douglas. What Has Four Wheels and Flies? 1959. Norton. $2.95. 

Dogs at a driving school. A GM stockholding bulldog. Fable plus satire, 
For those who liked The Dog Who Wouldn't Be and even more, for those who 
really enjoyed Animal Farm. 


Wibberley, Leonard. Beware of the Mouse. 1958. Putnam. $3.50. 

In 1450 the independence of Grand Fenwick (made famous in The Mouse That 
Roared) was threatened by a monstrous new weapon, the Cannon! Enter a 
wandering Irish knight. Result: a spoof on medieval chivalry. 


Winsor, Frederick. The Space Child's Mother Goose. 1958. Doubleday. 
$4.50. 

Many a chuckle in this collection of verses which jab away at all forms 
of science. Very popular especially with those having real science ‘back- 
ground. 


Wodehouse, P.Q. A Few Quick Ones. 1959. Simon and Schuster. $3.50. 

Short stories about members of London's Drones Club and their advance 
to and retreat from unusual ladies. For Wodehouse fans who'd rather read 
a novel, Cocktail Time is fun. 


The Bookmark January, 1960 














"GREAT DECISIONS. ..1960" 






As we move into 1960 and head toward a summit meeting of the great 
powers, our country will be faced with complex international questions. 
February and March will be a critical time for foreign policy decisions. 
This year U. S. citizens from the east coast to the west will have an 

opportunity to voice their opinions on international issues by enrolling 
in "Great Decisions" discussion groups. 












"Great Decisions...1960"' marks the 6th year in which the Foreign 
Policy Association has sponsored a "Decisions" program. During February 
and March, informal groups of 10 to 12 neighbors will meet once a week 

for eight weeks to study, discuss and express an opinion on a critical 

foreign policy issue. What should be the U. S. policy toward Red China? 
How much help should we give India? Is Castro friend or foe? These are 
some of the "decisions" to be made in the 1960 series. 




















The discussions take place in living rooms, churches, libraries, 
schools, wherever a group wants to gather. At the end of each meeting, 

each member fills out an "opinion ballot" which is then forwarded to his 
senators and representatives. Washington listens to Main Street. 









The "Great Decisions" program began in 1955 with one state, one news- 
paper, two broadcasting stations and 4,215 adults and students participating. 
By 1959 it had spread to 43 states, 199 newspapers, 120 broadcasting sta- 
tions and nearly 200,000 individuals. 1960 promises to be an even better 
year. 






New York State is active in the "Decisions" program. Buffalo, Syracuse, 
Poughkeepsie and the New York City metropolitan area have had major programs 
and there has been a scattering of groups from Long Island to upstate sec- 

tions. In February, Albany will make an all-out membership campaign. Other 
cities and towns may follow her leadership. 









Do libraries have a role in "Great Decisions"? The answer is a decided 
"Yes."" The Boston Public Library, the Oregon State Library and the Enoch 
Pratt Free Library in Baltimore have already pointed the way. Smaller li- 
braries have a part to play, too. Each librarian will, of course, make 

his own decision as to what his library should do. Here are some of the 
possibilities he will want to consider: 


















1. Act as an information center for facts about the program, what 
it is, how it can be started, where it is being held, etc. 


2. Make "international affairs" the subject of library exhibits and 
displays during February and March. Feature the Headline Series pamphlets. 
Interpret foreign policy broadly to include books such as those by Justice 
Douglas, Santha Rama Rau and Alan Paton. 


3. Prepare book lists on foreign policy and allied topics: cultural 
relations, disarmament, "People in Other Lands," "Science and Foreign 
Policy," etc. 


4. Plan a February - March film series on a country or region in 
the news: Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Japan. 
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5. If no "Decisions" program is being planned in the community, 
encourage the formation of a discussion group or start one in the library. 


6. If the community is sponsoring "Great Decisions", cooperate with 
it in all the above ways and also, (a) provide a leadership training meet- 
ing for discussion leaders, (b) to meet the increased demand, order dupli- 
cate copies of books and pamphlets on the "Decisions" bibliographies, and 
(c) be ready to take part in radio and TV programs. 


The Public Library Adult Services Consultant in the Library Extension 
Division in Albany will be glad to send any librarian on request a free 
pamphlet, "Who, Me?" which gives the essential facts about this program, 
She will also be glad to discuss with librarians any problems they may have 
in regard to "Great Decisions...1960." For more detailed information, 
write to The Foreign Policy Association, Inc., Lionel Landry, Director, 
Region I, 345 East 46th Street, New York 17, New York. 


Mrs. Polly G. Anderson, Consultant 
Public Library Adult Services 
Library Extension Division 

Albany, New York 
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SS TRAVELING LIBRARIES. 


PHONOGRAPH RECORDS FOR YOU — Suggested by Nettie G. Howard 


Recordings of the spoken word by Caedmon bring to your home the voices 
of the great personalities of stage and screen reading the plays, poems 

and stories of famous authors. They are definitive performances of first- 
rate contemporary literature, engineered for wonderfully clear and brilliant 
reproduction. The recordings listed below are a representative sampling 

of those available from Traveling Libraries. 

Public libraries serving less than 10,000 people may borrow the fol- 
lowing phonorecords for a three-month period by writing: Traveling Libraries 
- Phonograph Record Service, Room 335, Education Building, Albany 1, New 
York. All phonorecords are 33 1/3 rpm. 


Drama 





Dylan Thomas narrating Under Milk Wood, with original cast. It is a nar- 
ative, not a dramatic play, in the classical sense. Thomas is wickedly 
clever in his language. Fine actors play the parts of a motley crew of 
townspeople, henpecked, drunken, promiscuous and funny. 


Sean O'Casey reading Juno and the Paycock, Cat an Cage and Death of Mrs. 
Casside. "It is not only a fine story, but a partial explanation of one 
of the three great playwrights of modern times. More truly than any other 
playwright with the exception of Shakespeare and the Greeks, he writes 
language whose very meaning is in the hearing." 


Tennessee Williams selections from his writings read by the author. Glass 
Menagerie, scenes, Yellow Bird, short story, Poems, published and unpub- 
lished. 














Poetry 


Archibald MacLeish reading from his works. MacLeish is a major poet, also 
a statesman, soldier, journalist, Librarian of Congress, teacher and radio 
playwright. When read by him, poetry becomes magically potent. 


Caedmon Treasury of Modern Poets reading their own poetry. T.S. Eliot- 
The Wasteland, W. B. Yates - Innisfree, Marianne Moore - What Are Years, 
Robert Frost - Birches and After Apple-picking, Richard Eberhart - Ground- 
hog, Richard Wilbur - Love Calls Us to the Things of This World, and many 
others. 








Poetry of Edna St. Vincent Millay read by Judith Anderson. This record 
is a gem. Judith Anderson is one actress who can speak verse beautifully. 


Robert Frost reads his poetry. "This recording was made May 1956 at Robert 
Frost's home in Cambridge, where ebullient spirits, rural quiet and a 
feeling that this was to be the definitive Frost recording influenced the 
fine vitality of this reading." 


Sonnets from the Portuguese. Katharine Cornell reads selected poems by 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning. On the other side Miss Cornell and Anthony 
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Quayle portray Elizabeth Barrett and Robert Browning in three major scenes 
from The Barretts of Wimpole Street. 


T.S. Eliot reading poems and choruses. Eliot is one of the great readers- 
aloud of this century. Including: Ash Wednesday, Portrait of a es Oo 


chorus, Family Reunion, Act II, a chorus. 


Vachel Lindsay reading the Congo, Chinese Nightingale and other poems. 
"Emerging from a period of bad taste, Lindsay became a phenomenon of the 
American scene. He toured the country reading and singing in the period 
that accompanied the First War and its aftermath, his audiences were said 
to number three million." 


Stories 


Just So Stories and other Kipling Tales. Boris Karloff reads Mowgli's 
"Brothers" from The Jungle Book (abridged) and Just So Stories. "If you 
have children, use it as an excuse to buy this record, which you will en- 
joy immensely." 


Poems and Tales of Edgar Allen Poe. Basil Rathbone reads "The Raven," 
"Annabel | Lee," "Masque of the Red Death," "The Black Cat" and others. 
"Basil Rathbone delivers poetry and prose with the magical range of ex- 
pression and colors that his superb voice commands. Familiar pieces take 
on a dramatic tension that makes them seem new." 


Stories of Mark Twain. "Brandon de Wilde and Walter Brennan read two ep- 
isodes from Huc Huckleberry Finn, together with The Jumping Frog of Calaveras 
County and Jim Baker's Bluejay yarn complete." 


William Faulkner reads The Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech and selections 
from As I Lay Dying, A Fable and The Old Man. "A recording more important 
than this is not likely to b to be made soon." _ 


Speeches and Readings 


A Lincoln Album readings by Carl Sandburg from his studies Abraham Lincoln: 
The Prairie Years and The War Years. "In the manner of a man reminiscing 
about a friend, the poet recounts Lincoln's life." 


Great American Speeches read by Melvyn Douglas, Vincent Price, Ed Begley 
and Carl Sandburg. "The voice of history is best heard in the public 
speeches of a nation." 


Israel Is Born. "Historic struggle for independence narrated by Arthur 
Holzman, and featuring the actual voices of Chaim Weizmann, David Ben 
Gurion, Abba Eban and others." 


Humor 


Ogden Nash Reads Ogden Nash. "Ogden Nash reading Ogden Nash is not only 
a rare treat; he is a foolproof prescription to be taken interminably for 
all our daily ills." 


Nonsense Verse of Carroll and Lear. "Beatrice Lillie, Cyril Ritchard 
and Stanley Holloway do (for all time) Jabberwocky, The Walrus and the 
Carpenter, Father William, The People Who Had No Toes, The Owl and the 
Pussycat, and other nonsense. Three of the funniest people in the world 
learing and carrolling to their heart's content." 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


Recent Accessions 


Prepared by 








Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


ART 


Brooks, Leonard. Oil painting, traditional and new. New York, Reinhold 
Pub. Corp. ,1959, 160p. 751.45B873 


50 years of modern art. Introd. by Emile Langui. ,Translated from the 
French by Geoffrey Sainsbury and James Oliver; 32 color plates, 305 
monochrome illus.; 226 biographical notes. New York, Praeger 1959; 
335p. (Books that matter) 709 .035F469 

















Halford, Lucy. Colour rules your home. London and New York, Studio Pub- 
lications ©1958, 118p. 39 col plates. (A Studio publication) 
747H169 







GOLFING, SAILING, FISHING 

Beken, Frank. The glory of sail c-byz Frank and Keith Beken. Foreword 
and commentaries by Bill Smart. New York, J. DeGraff -1959, 180p. 

797 .14qB424 


Hiscock, Eric. Voyaging under sail. With 112 photos. by the author. 
London, New York, Oxford University Press, 1959. 274p. 797.124H673 










Macdonald, Alexander. On becoming a fly fisherman. New York, D. McKay 
Co.  ¢1959, 168p. 799 .12M135 

Thomas, David. Instructions to young golfers. [Illustrated with photos. 
and with carefree sketches by George Houghton. London, Museum Press 
£1959; stamped: distributed by Sportshelf, New Rochelle, N.Y.3 126p. 
(The Brompton library) 796.352T4495 


MUSIC 


Canby, E.T. High fidelity and the music lover. ¢lst ed.3 New York, Harper 
Ehret, Walter. Time for music pby Walter Ehret, Lawrence Barr andy; Elizabeth 


Blair. 3 Illustrated by John Moodie. Englewood Cliffs, N.J., Prentice 
Hall .©1959, 156p. 784 .6E33t 












Hughes, P.C. The Toscanini legacy; a critical study of Arturo Toscanini's 
performances of Beethoven, Verdi, and other composers ; by, Spike 
Hughes. London, Putnam, 1959. 346p. 780 .92T71h8 

Stravinskii, I.F. Conversations with Igor Stravinsky -by, Igor Stravinsky 
and Robert Craft. jlst ed.2 Garden City, N.Y. Doubleday, 1959. 
162p. 780 .92S913sc 

Zukerkandl, Victor. The sense of music. Princeton, N.J. Princeton 

University Press, 1959. 246p. 781294 
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POLITICS & LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


Maass, Arthur. Area and power; a theory of local government, by Arthur 
Maass, editor, Paul Ylvisaker,¢ and others Glencoe, Ill., Free Press 
c19593 224p. $352M111 


Mason, A.T. In quest of freedom; American political thought and practice 
cbyz Alpheus Thomas Mason ,andz Richard H. Leach. Englewood Cliffs, 
N.J., Prentice Hall, 1959. 568p. $342 .739M3981i 


Nash, H.P. Third parties in American politics. With illus. compiled by 
M.B. Schnapper, and an introd. by William B. Hasseltine. Washington, 
Public Affairs Press ¢19593 326p. $329N249 


Sussman, M.B. Community structure and analysis. New York, Crowell ,.19595 
454p. 301 .34S964 


PUBLIC SPEAKING 


Atwood, R.L. When you talk. -lst ed.y Melrose, Mass. Atwood Corp. 
219595 269p. 808 .5A887 


Barrick, A.I. The power of effective speech. New York, Bookman Associates 
21959 320p. 808 .5B275p 


McClosky, D.B. Your voice at its best. [Illustrated by William Henry 
Robinson, III. gclst ed. Boston, Little, Brown,1959, 140p. 
808 .52M127 


WAGES AND INDUSTRY 


Louden, J.K. Wage incentives ,~by,; J.K. Louden -;and, J. Wayne Deegan. 
2d ed. New York, Wiley ¢19593 227p. 331 .22L886a 


Lovejoy, L.C. Wage and salary administration. New York, Ronald Press 
Co. ¢19595 502p. 658 .32L897 


Quinn, J.B. Yardsticks for industrial research; the evaluation of research 
and development output. New York, Ronald Press Co. 19593 224p. 
607 .273Q7 


Reinfeld, N.V. Production control. Englewood Cliffs, N.J., Prentice-Hall, 
1959. 339p. (National Institute of Management series) 658 .5R367 


Whyte, W.F. Man and organization; three problems in human relations in 
industry. Homewood, I1ll., R.D. Irwin, 1959. 103p. 331.1W629m 


WOMEN & BUSINESS 
Gildersleeve, G.N. Women in banking; a history of the National Association 


of Bank Women. Introd. by Ray M. Gidney. Washington, Public Affairs 
Press ,1959, 115p. 332 .106273N27g 


Rainwater, Lee. Workingman's wife; her personality, world, and life style, 
by Lee Rainwater, Richard P. Coleman -andy Gerald Handel. Pref. by 
W. Lloyd Warner. Introd. by Burleigh B. Gardner. New York, Oceana 
Publications ¢-1959, 238p. 396 .6097 3R158 
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Official Publications 


OF NEW YORK STATE 
EX y SS ZK 2S - 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 








*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
‘ change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 





*CIVIL SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Careers for college graduates in New York State 
government. 1959. 18p. 














*COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Free motion picture films about New York State. 
(1959) 3p. Mimeo. 










* Local planning and zoning; a manual of powers and procedures for 
citizens and governmental officials. (1959) 10lp. (Revised 1959) 





* The New York State personal income tax on residents and nonresidents, 


November 1, 1959. (1959) 2p. Mimeo. 









* Ski New York. (1959) Folder. 







* This is New York State. (1959) 64p. 


*EDUCATION DEPT. Henry Hudson and the Dutch in New York, by Milton W. 
Hamilton. 1959. 6lp. 













Nursing; law, rules, information. 1959. 93p. (Handbook 13, pro- 
fessional education) 






* Registered architects, 1958-60. (1959) 4lp. 







* __~-Registered psychologists, 1957-59. (1959) 22p. 


* Bureau of Rural Administrative Services. Directory of central school 
districts, 1959-60. (1959) 35p. Mimeo. 













* Division of Secondary Education. Bureau of Secondary Curriculum 
Development. More books for high school students of superior ability. 
(1959) 18p. 









* Thin books for young people, 1958 edition. 


(1959) 10p. 





*GOVERNOR (Averell Harriman). Public papers of Averell Harriman, 52nd 
Governor of the State of New York, 1956. (1959) 1550p. 
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*HEALTH, DEPT. OF. Office of Statistical Services and Research. Basic 
vital statistics, New York State (exclusive of New York City) 1900- 
1958. (1959) 37p. 


* INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR CONDITIONS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report 
..-for the year 1958-59. (1959) 264p. (Legis Doc 1959 no. 23. 
Cover title: Creating a favorable climate for labor-industry progress 
in New York State) 


*NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. Library Extension Division. Commissioner's 
regulations; standards for central libraries, November 1959. (1959) 
1 sheet. Mimeo. 


___ ____ Excerpts from New York State education law and the regulations 
of the Commissioner of Education which pertain to public and free 
association libraries, library systems, trustees and librarians, 
January 1959. (1959) 27p. Mimeo. 


* The Federal Library Services Act stimulates better rural library 


service in New York State, October 1959. (1959) Folder. 


Library systems in New York State, September 1959. (1959) Map. 


* Statistics, public and association libraries, 1958. (1959) 23p. 


Mimeo. 


*OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY, GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE ON. Papers and 
proceedings of the...October 7-8, 1958. (1959) 126p. Mimeo. (Title 
page: New horizons for worker health and safety) 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell University, Ithaca. Meal man- 
agement with a freezer (by) Phyllis Snow. (1959) 8p. (Cornell ex- 
tension bulletin 1025, August 1959) 


*VETERANS' AFFAIRS, DIV. OF. Your guide to veteran benefits. (1959) 
Folder. 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE 


In accordance with an agreement between the New York State Library 
and the United States Superintendent of Documents (see The Bookmark, v. 
15, no. 7, April 1956), the Crandall Library is preparing to discard the 
publications listed below. Libraries which can make use of the following 
material should contact: Mr. Leonard H. Freiser, Crandall Library, Glens 
Falls, New York. Requests should be made before March 15, 1960. Prefer- 
ence will be given to requests from libraries within New York State. It 
is expected that the receiving library will pay the cost of transportation. 


U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. Water-supply paper. 922 to date (with gaps) 
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DIRECTORY OF LIBRARY SYSTEMS IN NEW YORK STATE 
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BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Grand Army Plaza, Brooklyn, New York - Telephone: Sterling 3-2300 
Director - Francis R. St. John 


President of Board - Henry J. Davenport, 103 E. 75th St., New York, N.Y. 






BUFFALO AND ERIE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
7 Broadway, Buffalo 3, New York - Telephone: Mohawk 7525 
Director - Joseph B. Rounds 
. President of Board - Patrick H. Hodgson, 290 Middlesex Road, Buffalo 
16, New York 








CLINTON-ESSEX COUNTY LIBRARY SERVICE SYSTEM 
Plattsburgh, New York - Telephone: Jordan 3-5190 

Director - Emma M. Walter 

President of Board - Wayne H. Byrne, 110 Beekman St., Plattsburgh, N.Y. 





FINGER LAKES LIBRARY SYSTEM 
115 North Tioga Street, Ithaca, New York - Telephone: [Ithaca 2-3219 
Director - William T. Weitzel 

President of Board - Claude Doxtator, 115 East Main St., Waterloo, N.Y. 


MID-HUDSON LIBRARIES 
Director - 
President of Board - E. Matthew Netter, Pine Plains, New York 


MOHAWK VALLEY LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Director - 
President of Board - 





SCHENECTADY COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Schenectady 5, New York - Telephone: Franklin 7-8864 
Director - E. Leonore White 

President of Board - 





NASSAU COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM 
320 Fulton St., Hempstead, L.I., N.Y. - Telephone: Ivanhoe 1-6990 
Director - Mrs. Lillian Van Mater 

President of Board - Russell Hotaling, 433 Sigmond Street, Freeport, 
Long Island, New York 






NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Circulation Department, Fifth Avenue and 42nd St., New York, N.Y. - 
Telephone: Oxford 5-4200 

Director - Edward G. Freehafer 


President of Board - Gilbert W. Chapman, 405 Lexington Ave., New York 
17, New York 


NIOGA LIBRARY SYSTEM 
Director - 


President of Board - Mrs. Robert Fowler, 672 Orchard Parkway, Niagara 
Falls, New York 
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NORTH COUNTRY LIBRARY SYSTEM 
1050 Arsenal Street, Watertown, N.Y. - Telephone: Sunset 2-5540 
Director - Robert L. Carter 
President of Board - John B. Johnson, Watertown Daily Times, Watertown, N.Y. 


PIONEER LIBRARY SYSTEM 
LIVINGSTON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Geneseo, New York - Telephone: Geneseo 523 
Director - Mrs. Eleanor Harris 
President of Board - Mrs. Olney Foote, Main St., Mount Morris, N.Y. 
MONROE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM 
115 South Ave., Rochester 4, N.Y. - Telephone: Hamilton 6-6200 
Director - Harold S. Hacker 
President of Board - Mrs. James R. Sebaste, Middle Road, Rush, N.Y. 
WAYNE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM 
Mason and High Sts., Newark, N.Y. - Telephone: Deerfield 1-2143 
Director - Mary Granger 
President of Board - Mrs. Jesse C. Elve, 48 Union St., Marion, N.Y. 


QUEENS BOROUGH PUBLIC LIBRARY 
89-14 Parsons Boulevard, Jamaica, New York - Telephone: RE-9-1900 
Director - Harold W. Tucker 
President of Board - Haig K. Shiroyan, 46-46 159 St., Flushing 58, N.Y. 


RAMAPO-CATSKILL LIBRARY SYSTEM 
Director - 
President of Board - Mrs. Alexander Preston, 14 Lenox Place, Middletown, 
New York 


SOUTHERN ADIRONDACK LIBRARY SYSTEM 
35 Bath Street, Ballston Spa, New York - Telephone: Tulip 5-9000 
Director - Florence E. Harshe 
President of Board - Chester Ostrander, 143 Main St., South Glens Falls, 
New York 


SOUTHERN TIER LIBRARY SYSTEM 
130 Pine Street, Corning, New York - Telephone: Corning 6-3521 
Director - Herbert Leet 
President of Board - Richard E. Braach, Postmaster, Almond, New York 


STEELE MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
Elmira, New York - Telephone: 3-5559 
Director - Mrs. Thelma King 
President of Board - Catharine Connelly, 14 Cobbles East, Elmira, N.Y. 


WESTCHESTER LIBRARY SYSTEM 
28 South First Ave., Mount Vernon, N.Y. - Telephone: M0-8-1840 
Director - Katherine M. Holden 
President of Board - Anthony J. Cerrato, 20 South Broadway, Yonkers 
2, New York 
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GENERAL NEWS 
Prepared by Ida M. Cohen, Reference, and Library Extension Staff 
Regents Recommend Expanded State Aid for Public Libraries: The Board of 


Regents has announced a legislative proposal to revise and expand State 
aid for public library service in New York State. Chancellor John F. 
Brosnan, of New York City, stated that the Regents are recommending to 
Governor Rockefeller and to the State Legislature four major changes in 
the present public library service legislation. The Regents recommenda- 
tions to extend and improve public library service in the State are: 

1. Increase the per capita annual grant from 25 cents to 30 cents. 

2. Provide full reimbursement of local library expenditures to between 
30 cents and 50 cents per capita for books, periodicals and Lindings. 

3. Increase the reimbursement for books, bindings and periodicals of 
the New York Public Library Reference Department from $150,000 to $400,000. 

4. Extend the provision for annual grants to public library systems 
to include a payment of $15,000 per county if two or more counties are 
served by a library system. 

Chancellor Brosnan stated that all four recommendations are in accord- 
ance with recommendations made two years ago by the Commissioner of Educa- 
tion's Committee on Public Library Service. In 1958, in keeping with 
recommendations made by the Regents, the Legislature amended the Education 
Law in order to allow greater flexibility in the formation of library 
systems composed of existing individual libraries, and to provide increased 
financial incentives to form such systems. 

As a result of the 1958 legislation, 259 libraries formed nine library 
systems serving all or part of 29 counties. In the 10-year period from 
1948 to 1958, 81 libraries had formed nine other systems serving a total 
of 13 counties. Thus, at the present time, all or part of 42 counties 
out of 62 in the State are being served by library systems. 

The Regents expect more systems to be formed in the immediate future 
and anticipate that by 1965 all counties in the State will be included in 
a total of about 22 library systems. 

The present formula for State aid is basically only a flat grant of 
25 cents per capita, and the Regents believe it provides insufficient in- 
centive to additional local support related to book expenditures. The 
average per capita support of libraries in systems is $2.07. Local tax 
and local contracts provide $1.78 of this amount and 29 cents if furnished 
through State aid formulas. 

Local assistance for 1959-60 will total $3,950,000. Due to expansion 
of the library systems in New York State, if no adjustments are made in 
the existing statutes, the Regents estimate a total appropriation of 
$4,500,000 will be needed in State aid in 1960-61. The increase of $550,000 
results largely from projected formation of new systems. If the Regents 
recommendations are enacted into law, the total budgetary requirement would 
amount to $6,075,000. 

In making public their proposal for State aid to public libraries the 
Regents stressed the importance of libraries to education in New York State. 
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In most areas of the State the public library is called upon to supply 
reading materials for all levels of the educational structure. The growth 
of population and the growth of school enrollments have brought unprece- 
dented pressures to bear on individual public libraries and are taxing 
their resources in a way which must command the State's financial support 
in greater measure. 

The Regents point out that many elementary schools in the State do not 
yet have school libraries. Some of the secondary school libraries are not 
yet of required quality. The rapid expansion of community colleges has 
exceeded the growth of the local library system. The high proportion of 
students in institutions of higher education in this State who are not in 
campus residence tends to increase the student use of more accessible pub- 
lic libraries. School libraries need strengthening; even so, the Regents 
believe, they cannot alone furnish the required library service and public 
libraries, in their opinion, represent the most economical means of com- 
plementing school library resources and of making a wide range of reading 
available for the education of the whole community. 

The Regents point out that library use by all age groups, including 
business, professional and adult groups as well as school age users, has 
caused public library circulation to increase at a rapid rate. The total 
circulation of books from public libraries in the State rose from 55 mil- 
lion in 1956 to over 66 million in 1958, an increase of 20 percent in only 
two years. 


Certification Examination Scheduled: May 7, 1960 is the date set for the 
public librarian's professional certification examination. Watch for fur- 
ther notice concerning places where examinations will be held. 


Conference for Library Systems Planned: Representatives from 10 library 


systems met with members of the Library Extension Division in Albany on 
December 9, to plan for a spring conference for system staff, system trus- 
tees and librarians of central libraries. April 28-30, 1960 is the date 
set. The conference program will include sessions on the role of the 
central library of the system as an informational center, acquisition 
planning for the central library collection and coordination of reference 
services. There will also be time given for an overview of library system 
development, plus exchange of ideas on mutual problems in library system 
operation. 

The Library Extension Division is making arrangements for the conference; 
participants will pay their own conference expenses. The conference is 
being planned to meet needs expressed by the Library Trustees Foundation 
and the NYLA Committee on Cooperative Library Development. 


Convocation Scheduled: Chancellor John F. Brosnan of the Board of Regents 
has announced that the 1960 Convocation of The University of the State of 
New York will be held in Albany May 19-20. "World Dimensions for American 
Education" is the theme. On the afternoon of Thursday, May 19, the ded- 
ication of the new wing of the State Education Building will take place 
and coinciding with the Convocation dates will be the annual meeting of 
the State Boards of Education of the Northeastern States. 


State Library Exhibits: Manuscripts are the theme of the January exhibit 
in the rotunda of the State Library. Fifteen Oriental manuscripts and 
selections from the library's collection of medieval manuscripts including 
manuscript leaves from early Bibles are on view. — For the period of 
Christmas and New Year's a selection of greeting cards from countries 
around the world were exhibited in the rotunda. 
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Laura McDowell Retires: On December 30, 1959, Laura E. McDowell retired 
from the position of assistant librarian in the Book Information Section, 
Library Extension Division. She entered State Library service in 1943, 
working first in the Catalog Section before being transferred to Book In- 
formation in 1948. A graduate of Vassar, she was formerly on the staff 
of the Albany Public Library. She was a member of the New York Library 
Association and is now on the public relations committee of the Council 
of Women, Education Department. 

Dependable, cheerful, always ready for a chore or fun, Miss McDowell 
will be greatly missed by her coworkers and her unseen public. In addition 
to the classification of new books, the evaluation of weekly reviews and 
other duties, she reviewed books and contributed annotations to The Book- 
mark. Her many interests in cultural and community activities, including 
the church, Y.W.C.A., theater, music, movies, TV and puzzles, especially 
double acrostics, will make for full and eventful days. Her numerous 
friends outside the library are no doubt rejoicing in her new freedom, 
while those on the job can only wish her well and say: "May you live all 
the days of your life!" 

Miss McDowell will continue to reside at 162 Mohawk Street, Cohoes. 
She plans to drive to Florida in March. 


Staff Notes: Mason Tolman, Reference Librarian, has accepted an invitation 
from Dr. William G. Van Note, president of the Clarkson College of Tech- 
nology, Potsdam, N.Y. to serve for a three-year period as a member of the 
visiting Committee of the College Library. The Committee reviews annually 
the activities, administration and staff of the library. The chairman of 
the Committee is William K. Larkin of New York City. — Ernest H. Breuer, 
Law Librarian, attended a meeting of the American Association of Law Li- 
braries in St. Louis, Missouri, on December 28-29 and a meeting of the Law 
Library Association of Greater New York in New York City on December 16. 
While in St. Louis he attended a meeting of the Executive Board of the 
American Association of Law Libraries where he reported on the progress 

of several committees, including the Publicity Committee of which he is 
chairman. — Dorothy Butch, formerly on the staff of the Legislative Ref- 
erence Library, is now senior librarian classifier in the Catalog Section. 
— Mrs. Ruth R. Gambee has been provisionally appointed to the position 

of assistant librarian, Book Information Section. Mrs. Gambee is a grad- 
uate of Wayne University, 1940, and received her B.A. in Library Science 

at the University of Michigan in 1941. She has served in the University 

of Michigan Library, the Hamtramck Public Library, Mich., the Muncie Pub- 
lic Library, Indiana, and the West Virginia Library Commission, Morgantown, 
W. Va. (now located in Charleston). In 1952-53, Mrs. Gambee accompanied 
her husband, Budd Gambee, of the Department of Librarianship, State U. 
College of Education at Albany, to Cairo, Egypt. While there she cataloged 
the record collection at the American College for Girls where her husband 
was Fulbright Lecturer in Librarianship. — New additions to the staff of 
the Catalog Section are Germanis Kanders, formerly of the Gift and Exchange 
Section, and Helen Vloeberg, formerly of the Siena College Library. — 
Marian P. Wiltsie, formerly assistant librarian in the Manuscripts and 
History section, State Library, died on January 10, 1960 after a long ill- 
ness. Miss Wiltsie was a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Daughters of American Colonists, the French Hugenots and the New York Li- 
brary Association. 


Judge Bergan Honored: The Honorable Francis Bergan, president of the 
Albany Public Library Board of Trustees and active friend of libraries, 
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has been appointed presiding justice in the Appellate Division, 3d Dept. 
of the Supreme Court of New York State. 


ALA News: ALA has announced the establishment of two new awards, the Li- 
brary Literature Award and the Clarence Day Award. The Library Literature 
Award, given by The Scarecrow Press, Inc. of New York, will be made for 

the next five years in recognition of an outstanding contribution to li- 
brary literature. The award amounts to $500 and will be given only in 
those years when a title merits such recognition. A jury, serving as a 
subcommittee of the ALA Awards Committee will administer the award. Marion 
H. Vedder, of the New York State Library Extension Division, is a member 

of the jury. The Clarence Day Award, given by the American Textbook Pub- 
lishers Institute of New York, will be made for the next three years toa 
librarian for outstanding work promoting the love of books and reading. 

The award, to be given only in those years when a suitable recipient is 
found, will consist of a citation, a contemporary print suitably engrossed, 
and $1,000. A jury, serving as a subcommittee of the ALA Awards Committee 
will administer the award. It is hoped that each of these awards can be 
given for the first time at the Joint Conference of the American Library 
Association and the Canadian Library Association to be held in Montreal, 
June 19-25, 1960. Nominations for the awards will be welcomed by the 
juries. — Applications for the Melcher Scholarship are now being received. 
The scholarship of $750 is open to candidates from the United States and 
Canada, and its purpose is to provide financial assistance for the training 
of librarians to work with children in public, school, or other libraries. 
For information write to Mrs. Ruth Hill Viguers, 110 Cliff Road, Wellesley 
Hills, 81, Mass. The deadline for completed applications is April 1, 1960. 
— The recipients of the ALA Newbery and Caldecott medals for the most 
distinguished children's books published in 1959 will be announced on March 
14, 1960. From the Children's Book Council, 175 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, 
a special Newbery and Caldecott Medal book rack and kit are available 
($1.85); bookmarks listing all the books which have received the medals (each, 
$1 per 100; $9 per 1,000.) 


Publicity Awards Announced: Sponsored by the Wilson Library Bulletin and 
the Public Relations Section of the ALA Library Administration Division, 
the John Cotton Dana Publicity Awards will again honor the best publicity 
of the year. Entry blanks must be submitted by April 1 but scrapbooks 
showing a cross section of the library's publicity need not be delivered 
until April 15. Entries are judged in separate categories according to 
type and size of library, and all libraries are invited to enter. Folders 
giving full details are available from the Wilson Library Bulletin, 950 
University Avenue, New York 52; and from the American Library Association, 
50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Illinois. 


Bibliographies Available: [In connection with the 1960 White House Confer- 
ence on Children and Youth, March 27-April 2, a bibliography, "The Oppor- 
tunities That Books Offer," has been prepared by Dorothy M. Broderick, 
Associate Professor of Library Science, St. John's University. It lists 
with annotations recent books and articles pertaining to the interests of 
the Conference. The bibliography appeared in the December issue of Junior 
Libraries and copies may be obtained from The Children's Book Council, 
Inc., 175 Fifth Avenue, New York 10; 15¢ for single copies; 25 copies for 
$2.25; special rates for quantities of 100 and over. — "A Thing of Beauty," 
a delightful "gift and reading list" of books selected by the staffs of 
the New York Public Library branches may be obtained at 20¢ by mail from 
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the New York Public Library, Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street, New York 18. 
— An attractive and comprehensive list, "Along the Mohawk, Fact and Fic- 
tion," has been prepared by the staff of the Schenectady County Public 
Library, Schenectady 5, N.Y. and may be obtained on request. 


News Notes—Institutions: Commissioner to Coordinate Library Services: 

Dr. L. Laramour Bryan has recently been appointed assistant commissioner 

in the State Department of Mental Hygiene. He is in charge of the division 
of inpatient services, having responsibility for the administration of 
occupational therapy, nursing, recreational and safety services and for 
medical inspection of all state and licensed mental institutions. He will 
also assume responsibility for all library services in this department. 


Librarian Appointed at Training School: Mamie Wilkerson (MLS North Caro- 
lina) came to New York State and the New York State Training School for 
Boys at Warwick in September. Already the library is in process of re- 
organization and the services are steadily improving. 


LOCAL ACTIVITIES 


Albany. A Fort Hunter branch of the Guilderland Free Library has been 
officially opened to the public. Located in the Dutch Mill Nursery 
on Route 146, it contains a core collection of about 300 books. An ad- 
ditional 300 titles, supplemented by the main library, will be changed 
frequently to provide a variety of reading material. The branch library 
also has a Womrath rental collection, offering recently published books 
at a nominal fee. — Residents of Colonie had an opportunity to inspect 
the Education Department's bookmobile on December 17. Stationed at the 
Latham Shopping Center, it was on display from noon until 9 p.m. 


Columbia. Sarah Allen Beard of Cobleskill has been appointed director of 
the new Hudson Area Association Library, it has been announced by Edward 
H. Best, president of the Board of Trustees. Miss Beard has a distin- 
guished record in librarianship and brings to her new position a rich 
and varied experience. A graduate of Cornell University, Phi Beta Kappa, 
she is also a graduate of the Brooklyn Public Training Class of 1925 
and holds an M.A. from New York University. She has attended the Col- 
umbia University School of Library Service. 

In Brooklyn Miss Beard helped develop work with the teen-age at 
Brownsville Children's Branch (now absorbed in a housing development), 
and later organized the Young People's Division in the Central Library, 
Ingersoll Memorial. At Kansas City Public Library she coordinated the 
work of the main library and branches with young adults during the Sec- 
ond World War. She was the first consultant in School Libraries and 
Public Library Service to Children and Young People in the Massachusetts 
Department of Education, Division of Public Libraries. She taught the 
first course in Work with Young People at Pratt Institute Library School 
and has also taught during summer sessions at the University of Tennessee 
and the State University College of Education at Albany. As part of 
the Mid-Hudson Libraries system the Hudson Area Association Library will 
be eligible for additional funds and services through State aid. 


Jefferson. The annual membership drive under the sponsorship of the Dickens 
Club earned over $1,100 for the Carthage Free Library. — A 1959 set 
of the "Encyclopaedia Britannica" was recently presented to the Carthage 
Library by a former resident, Mrs. Ahmar Ryon of New York City. — An 
open house was held at the Hawn Memorial Library, Clayton, on December 12. 
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A book fine moratorium was announced for the day to promote the return 
of overdue books. — Receipts from the Dexter Free Library's annual Tag 
Day were $145. — The trustees of the Mannsville Free Library recently 
sponsored a "Dime-a-Dip" supper, White Elephant sale and bazaar for the 
benefit of the library and raised over $100. -— The Jefferson County 
Association for Mental Health gave the Flower Memorial Library at Water- 
town a collection of 20 books on mental health. 


Lewis. Replacing Mrs. Beatrice Miller, who recently resigned as librarian 
of the Village Library at Constableville,is Mrs. Helen O'Brien. 


Livingston. The Girl Scouts of Lima are earning their Community Service 
badges by working at the library for an hour or so daily after school. 
Each girl has a definite day of the week assigned and puts in 32 hours 
for her badge. She shelves books, straightens and dusts the shelves 
and helps to charge out books at the desk. Mrs. Mamie T. Beale, the 
librarian, says the girls take their responsibilities enthusiastically 
and seriously, and she has found them very helpful. — The Bell Memorial 
Library at Nunda has received a bequest of $1,000 from James C. Coxe, 
a native of Nunda, former president of the Wrigley Company, Chicago. 
Mr. Coxe made many gifts to the library during his lifetime and the 
children's room is called the James C. Coxe Memorial. 


Nassau. Despite a shortage of structural steel caused by the steel strike, 
East Meadow's new library building will be completed and open by April 
or May. Harold Bloom, library board president, said the board has cut 
delays to a minimum by substituting reinforced concrete for steel wherever 
practical. The new building will replace rented stores on Hempstead 
Turnpike. — The Hicksville Library Association is conducting a series 
of music and literature programs featuring Long Island artists and lit- 
erary personalities. According to Dr. Herbert J. Carlin, Association 
president, the series is expected to "highlight the position of the 
Hicksville Library as a center of cultural activity in the community." 
— At a meeting of the Friends of the Rockville Centre Library, the 
library board proposed plans to expand the library to three times its 
present size by altering the structure. Taxpayer approval is sought. 


New York. A new salary scale for Librarian Trainees in the Brooklyn, Queens 
and New York Public Library systems went into effect on January 1, 1960. 
These new rates bring the trainee salaries into a more competitive po- 
sition and into better relationship with the professional salary scales 
instituted last year. The new rates as compared with the old are: 


Old Salary Scale Increment Levels New Salary Scale 


$3,250 On appointment $3,750 
3,400 Matriculation 3,900 
3,550 Completion of 8 credits 4,050 
3,700 Completion of 18 credits 4,250 


"Landmarks in English Literature", an exhibition of 82 first and early 
editions of literary masterpieces in the Berg Collection, opened Decem- 
ber 9 in The New York Public Library. The 30-page catalog of the ex- 
hibition written by Dr. John D. Gordan may be purchased for 60¢ by 
writing to the Public Relations Office, The New York Public Library, 
Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street, New York 18. 


Oneida. The Jervis Library in Rome was recently visited by the Curator 
of Civil Engineering at the Smithsonian Institution. He described the 
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drawings of John B. Jervis, pioneer canal and railway engineer, as a 
"treasure chest". Photostats are being transferred to the Smithsonian, 
William A. Dillon, director of the Jervis Library, writes. 


Onondaga. Mrs. Lucy Armstrong, head of Beauchamp Branch, Syracuse Public 


Library, will retire on February 1. Ruth S. Beynon, formerly an assist- 
ant in the Art and Music Department, will be the new Branch head. — 
Gertrude V. Grant, head of the Extension Department, Syracuse Public 
Library since 1927, died on October 14, 1959. 


Ontario. Bristol Free Library was host at an all-day meeting of librarians 


and trustees of Ontario County Public Libraries on November 18. Libraries 
represented at the meeting included: Allen's Hill Free Library; Bristol 
Center Free Library; Wood Library, Canandaigua; a; Gorham Free Library; 
Honeoye Free Library; Victor Free Library. Rotating collections were 
exchanged at the meeting, and librarians brought duplicates, mysteries 
and western stories not needed in their own collections to "swap" at the 
meeting. Plans were made for a spring meeting at Gorham. 


Rockland. The Tappan Library has joined a three-county Cooperative Library 


System. Paul Melone, Tappan Library, Bernard Krasnow, Suffern Library, 
and L. Donald Campbell, Valley Cottage Library, were elected trustees 
to represent Rockland County. They attended a meeting in Goshen, N.Y. 
on December 2 to formulate plans and rules under which the system will 
operate. — More than $1,500 was collected during the Tappan Library 
Building Fund Drive. In addition to the monetary gifts there were sig- 
nificant pledges of materials and building services. 


Saratoga. The Ballston Spa Public Library dedicated its new building Novem- 


ber 15. This was all the result of concerted community effort. — The 
Burnt Hills Community Library recently dedicated its new library building, 
achieved through the cooperation and hard work of all groups and indi- 
viduals in the Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake area. — Mrs. Mabel Pitkin 
Shorey, Librarian of the Corinth Free Library and former winner of the 

L. Marion Moshier Award, has just published a book on local history, "The 
Early History of Corinth."' — On December 1 the Board of the Saratoga 
Springs Public Library sponsored a testimonial dinner for Frank Sullivan, 
local author of "Moose in the Hoose." About 250 attended including a 
number of literary people such as John O'Hara and Russel Crouse. Bennett 
Cerf, who couldn't come, sent the prettiest girl in his Publicity Dept. 





Washington. Florence E. Harshe spoke to the Women's Civic Association of 


Hudson Falls when it celebrated its 50th year of-service recently. One 
of the Association's main interests has been the Hudson Falls Free Library. 


Westchester. The first issue of an attractive new monthly, "Westchester 





Library System Scribblings" has been issued. It reports the Mount Vernon 
children's room's favorite request of the week—from a young man who 
asked for "a pass to the preference room."" — The first Tuesday of each 
month has been scheduled for film previews, beginning February 2. This 
time the films will be shown at the Crestwood Branch of the Yonkers 
Public Library. 


Wyoming. The Perry Public Library was host at an afternoon meeting of li- 
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brarians and trustees from Wyoming County libraries on November 4. Books 
from cooperative rotating collections were exchanged at the meeting and 
plans for future cooperative activities were discussed. Representatives 
from all Wyoming County libraries were present. 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
Edited by Irving A. Verschoor, Library Extension 


U.S. Department of health, education, and welfare. Office of education. 
Library services branch. Library research in progress. No.l. Oct. 1959. 
A new publication of the Library Services Branch of the U.S. Office of 
Education has recently appeared. Library Research in Progress is designed 
as an occasional bulletin to publicize research that is in progress in the 
various areas of library science. The objective is not only to enable 
librarians to see what is going on in their own fields of interest, but 
also to stimulate library research beyond the usual research paper demanded 
in library school. This is no listing of research projects being under- 
taken in the library school but a report of studies being undertaken by 
associations and foundations as well as individual researchers. The bul- 
letin has been conveniently divided into eight broad subject categories 
such as technical processes, organization and administration, personnel 
and training etc. Reports are based upon a standard reporting form and 
afford a valuable view of the progress being made in librarianship. Li- 
brarians and anyone now carrying on a study in the library field or who 
is contemplating such a study are urged to write for a subscription with- 
out charge to the Library Services Branch of the Office of Education, 
Washington, D.C. for LiRiP (Library Research in Progress). A special in- 
ducement to librarians should be the promise of an annual subject index 
as a means of coordinating the report. I.A.V. 


Fiske, Marjorie. Book selection and censorship; a study of school and 
public libraries in California. 1959. Univ. of California. $3.95. 
"The basic function of librarians—to bring people and books together— 

is deceptive in its apparent simplicity" reads the opening sentence and 

premise of an astute, provocative report. A faculty member of the School 
of Librarianship of the University of California in 1956-58 was director 

of the study, made possible by a grant from the Fund for the Republic and 

the sponsorship of the school. Findings are based on field work comprising 

204 interviews with school librarians and administrators and municipal and 

county librarians in 46 senior high schools and 48 municipal and county 

units in 26 varied communities. Whether restrictions on library purchases 
were imposed from within or without was the "key question" pursued. 

Librarians in every type of community and locality will be stimulated 
by this objective, salutary approach to quality or demand as the motivating 
force in book selection; to the attainment of a balanced collection; the 
"playing by ear" procedure in libraries insufficiently staffed by profes- 
sionals; the value of review sessions; discrepancy between theory and prac- 
tice; and the "professional image" of the librarian in the social structure, 
the library organization and school, and in his own concept. 

Specific situations in California libraries that became journalistic 
property are discussed, and reassuring is the statement (p. 105): "On the 
few occasions when leaders of the profession have taken a strong and open 
stand on controversial issues, many librarians throughout the state have 
silently applauded, and felt strengthened in dealing with their own prob- 
lems." 

Tables, interview schedules and categories for analysis in appendixes 
enhance the value of an important study. F.B. 
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